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TEXT » PETITION TO THE TSAR

Oh Lord! We, workers of St. Petersburg, our women, our children and our parents, old men without
resources, we come, Oh Tsar! To ask you for justice and protection. Reduced to begging, oppressed,
crushed under the weight of exhausting work, we are not considered as human beings, but treated as
slaves. We are suffocated under the weight of despotism and a treatment contrary to all human law. Our
strength is exhausted, Oh, Tsar! That is why we have abandoned work and we will not resume it until our
just demands have been accepted, which are reduced to very little. In our first request, we asked our
employers to understand our needs well. And they have rejected it! Even the right to discuss them has
been denied us, under the pretext that the law does not recognize it. The demand for eight hours of work
was also branded illegal, as well as the fixing of wages by mutual agreement. All these claims have been
rejected as illegal. The mere fact of having formulated them has been interpreted as a crime. The desire
to improve our situation is considered by our employers as an insolence. Oh Emperor! We are more than
300,000 human beings, but we are only so in appearance, since in reality we do not have any human
rights. We are forbidden to speak, think, meet to discuss our needs and take measures to improve our
situation. Any of us who speak out for the working class can be sent to prison or exile. You have been
sent to lead the people to happiness. Examine carefully and without anger our demands, formulated not
for evil but for good, for our good, Lord, and for yours.

worker's demands to the Tsar (January 10, 1905)
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