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TEXT » LENIN'S SUCCESSOR

Comrade Stalin, ever since he became Secretary General, has concentrated immense power in his hands,
and | am not sure that he always knows how to use it wisely. Stalin is too brutal, and this defect, tolerant
in relations between communists, is inadmissible in the position of Secretary General. | also propose to
the comrades how to displace Stalin and appoint in that position a man who would present, from that
point of view, the advantage of being more tolerant, more loyal, more educated, more attentive to
comrades, less capricious, etc.

Lenin, Letters addressed to the XIll Congress of the
Communist Party of the USSR (December 23, 1922)
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