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I had frequent opportunities to see people coming out of factories and occasionally treating them as
patients. Last summer | visited three cotton factories with Dr Clough from Preston and Mr Baker from
Manchester and we were not able to stay ten minutes at the factory without gasping for air. How is it
possible that those who are condemned to stay there for twelve or fourteen hours bear it? If we take into
account the temperature of the air and its pollution, | cannot conceive how workers can withstand
confinement for such a long period of time.

statements by Dr. Ward in an inquiry into health in
the Manchester textile factories (March 1819)
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