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I work at Gawber's mine. It is not very tiring, but | work without light and | am scared. | go at four and
sometimes at three thirty in the morning, and I leave at five thirty in the afternoon. | never fall asleep.
Sometimes | sing when there is light, but never in the dark, so | don't dare to sing. | do not like being in
the mine. I'm half asleep sometimes when | go in the morning. | go to school on Sundays and learn to
read. They teach me to pray. | have heard of Jesus Christ many times. | don't know why he came to Earth
and | don't know why he died, but | do know that he rested his head on stones. I'd rather go to school by
far than working in the mine.

Testimony of eight-year-old Sarah Gooder before the Ashley Commission
for the Study of Working Conditions in the Mines (1842)
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